
Not even a closed road could stop the smooth passage of this year’s Dartmoor Classic. 

Just half an hour before the scheduled 7.00 a.m. start, organisers learnt that a massive 

tree had been uprooted overnight and was completely blocking Holne Bridge, a key 

gateway to a significant section of the route. Displaying his usual calm-under-attack 

manner, D.C. chairman Stewart Bergman considered his 

options; cancel or divert. His unflinching decision saved 

the day. Chief organiser Ken Robertson, with Darin 

Dodd in the driving seat, were quickly despatched and 

plotted a 12 mile detour, which hardly altered the 

planned route’s distance. Robertson then had the team 

sign and way-mark the substitute section and redirect 

marshals, who were already heading for their dedicated 

position, to new posts; a classic response to a potential 

crisis. The net result was that the start was delayed by 

only 15 minutes and nobody went off course; an impressive performance and a huge 

feather in the Mid-Devon Cycling Club’s collective cap.     

CRISIS WHAT  CRISIS? 

VOTE  DARTMOOR  CLASSIC  1ST 

Towards the end of last year, Cycling Weekly ran an on-line poll in which readers were 

invited to vote for their favourite events. In the Favourite British sportive section only 

two votes separated first from third, with the Etape Caledonia just nudging out the Fred 

Whitton and the Dartmoor Classic taking the bronze. According to C.W’s. readers, 

these three events were in a league of their own. So, a big thank you to all who chose 

the Mid-Devon C.C’s. promotion. After this year’s event, the club are hoping that the 

Dartmoor Classic will next take gold and, with your help we can. Look out for the on-

line poll during the closed season and, if you think we’re worth it, give us your vote: 

we’d love to be number one. 

There are lots of other ways you can help us communicate the message those who have 

ridden the event claim; “The Dartmoor Classic is the U.K’s. best sportive experience.” 

Rate the event on Cyclosport.org, add to or create a forum thread on one of the many 

cycling forums or post your opinions on the event’s Face book page. And, most impor-

tantly, tell your cycling friends.   

I SSUED AUGUST 2012 

THE  DARTMOOR  CLASSIC  T IMES  

www. Dartmoor Classic .co.uk  

Despite a comprehensive pre ride verbal briefing - which one journalist 

reported was the first they’d heard get a round of applause - some riders 

were clearly not listening. Now, for all the wrong reasons, the Dartmoor 

Classic has joined the Cheshire Cat and the Dragon Ride as Sportives 

noted for littering the highway.  Late starters in all three events have 

stated they did not need the help of arrows to guide them along the route, 

simply following the trail of discarded gel sachets, energy bar wrappers 

and such like was all that was needed. What a sad state of affairs when 

the impression the organisers want to make, on the detractors of mass 

participation events, is that cyclists are a responsible lot with a love of the 

great outdoors. Come on guys, lets all try harder to stamp this lazy and 

annoying habit out and get in the public’s good book for a change.   

DONôT DROP ITðPUT IT IN YOUR POCKET!  

THE  CAT  THE  DRAGON  & THE  CLASSIC . 

GLENBEIGH  GIRLS  

An innovation for this year’s 

Dartmoor Classic was the 

presence of glamorous models 

at the podium presentations; 

another sportive 1st. This lent 

a real professional touch to the 

post event celebrations of 

many riders. Joanne Harris and 

Sian Stafford did Plymouth’s 

Glenbeigh agency proud and 

were kept busy posing with 

those who had successfully 

met Dartmoor’s challenge. 

Design and events company 

Imattination were on hand to 

capture the happy moments on 

film and snapped well over 

400 shots. To have a look at 

their picture gallery click on 

www.imattination.co.uk     

Well Done Team GB 
 

Cycling Legends Inspiring our Nation! 



Not satisfied with giving every finisher a top quality saddle bag and 

inner tube, Specialized also donated a £1200 bike as the prize for 

the Torquay Rowcroft Hospice raffle. The lucky winner was Mark 

Ford. With Mark living in Wakefield, arrangements were made for 

him to pick up a size appropriate Secteur Comp model, from his 

nearest Specialized agent. Imagine Mark’s disappointment when 

that particular machine wasn’t available and his delight when the 

company unhesitatingly upgraded his prize to a £1600 Roubaix 

model; how cool is that? Specialized also provided half of the re-

wards in the hourly prize draw for those collecting their rider packs 

on Saturday. And, if luck be a lady, it was certainly so for female 

participants with 8 of the 10 prizes going to the girls. Prizes in-

cluded a copy of Chris Sidwell’s book, A Race for Madmen, and 

Chris was on hand to sign his contribution to the draw. Also pre-

sented were V.I.P. passes to a stage finish of the Tour of Britain, 

courtesy of ProVision clothing and cycling goods vouchers pro-

vided by Colin Lewis Cycles.  

W INNING  JUST GOT  BETTER  

AND FINALLY  

Thanks to Specialized’s continued association and phenomenal sup-

port, the Dartmoor Classic is now, rightfully, recognised as “ The 

U.K’s best sportive experience. ”  

This year, the company were instrumental in encouraging Science in 

Sport (SiS) to increase their previous involvement by becoming the 

event’s official sponsor of energy and nutritional products. And, 

what a fantastic partner the market leader has become. Thanks to 

SiS, nobody rode the event short on gels, bars or drinks, while the 

recovery sachets, given out at the finish, topped everything of 

nicely. A further introduction, by Specialized, led to Fyffes gener-

ously helping with the supply of bananas. The company specially 

ripened and delivered the bananas to the Depart Village, bang on 

schedule, so that they would be in prime condition for the ride. Add 

to this the support given by Paignton based Marsh Toyota, who put 

a fleet of vehicles at the event’s disposal, and it is clear that the 

Dartmoor Classic is building a truly winning team. And finally, 

thanks go to you the riders, without your enthusiastic support there 

would not be a Dartmoor Classic.  

www. Dartmoor Classic .co.uk  

 

¶ Sunday 2nd September - YOGi Brentor Road Race 

¶ Saturday 8th September  - Moor 2 Sea Sportive 

¶ Friday 14th September - Barnstaple Criterium 

¶ Saturday 15th September - Tour of Britain (Devon) 

¶ Merrivale Hill Climb (on ToB KoM Stage) 

¶ Mondraker GRAVITY MTB Rally (15th & 16th Sept) 

¶ Sunday 30th September - Hell of the West (CX Sportive on Dartmoor) 
RIDE OR WATCH - THERE IS SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE THIS SEPTEMBER! 

YOUR SEPTEMBER  L INE -UP 

http://www.moor2sea.com/

