
An innovative new event, currently being planned 

by the Mid-Devon Cycling Club, looks likely to add 

further colour and excitement to the Dartmoor Clas-

sicôs weekend of activities. The race, to be known as 

óThe only way is upô, will use the Sportiveôs óDepart 

Villageô as its headquarters and will enjoy an ex-

tended neutralised section, before the start proper in 

Bovey Tracey. From there, riders will be set off in 

category waves to tackle the iconic 3 mile climb of 

Haytor. This was the major battleground of the 2011 

Tour of Britain; where King of the Mountains win-

ner and former Mid-Devon member, John Tiernan-

Locke soloed clear to gain maximum points in the 

prestigious competition. 
 

Entry to this massed start hill climb will include individual timing chips and non Brit-

ish Cycling (BC) licence holders can enter the ñGo Raceò event and their licence cost 

will be included in the fee. BCôs on-line system will be used to enter the event. 
  

The race will take place on the Saturday evening before the Dartmoor Classic and will 

be a great prologue to the main attraction. It is anticipated that a number of participants 

may ride both events, with some of the sportsô leading anti-gravity exponents also ex-

pected to be drawn to their favoured discipline. 

Ever a firm favourite with cyclists, bananas have always 

been provided, by the organisers, for riders in the Dartmoor 

Classic. Now leading brand Fyffes have just confirmed that 

they will be the official supplier of the ridersô favourite fruit 

for next summerôs event. We all know that bananas are good 

for us, but not many of us know why. Itôs because they con-

tain three natural sugars, each of which is digested at a dif-

ferent rate. This provides an immediate AND sustained energy surge ï just the ticket 

when youôre placing heavy demands on your body. Just as important, bananas contain 

loads of potassium, which our body uses to regulate fluid and salt levels ï helping to 

ward off muscle cramp. And, it goes without saying, that bananas taste great and are 

easy to eat and digest while on the move ï ideal for cyclists! ñThe quality that the Fyf-

fes brand will bring to the event sits perfectly with the Dartmoor Classicôs aim to de-

liver something which is the leader in its particular field and Fyffes bananas are cer-

tainly that. Iôm excited that such a well respected company have joined us as an event 

partner and am very grateful for their sponsorship and most generous support.ò said 

Colin Martin; the Classicôs feeding stations manager.   

Speaking on behalf of Fyffes, Brand Manager Paul Barrett said ñBack in 1929, Fyffes 

was the first fruit company in the world to have the confidence in its fruit to apply a 

brand sticker to it, and weôre still just as proud of our brand today. Weôre delighted to 

be able to support the Dartmoor Classic this year, and wish all participants a safe and 

enjoyable ride. However, any riders overheard making puns about óskin suitsô, ópeeling 

off from the groupô or ósitting in the bunchô may forfeit the right to their complimentary 

bananas.ò he quipped. 

RIDERS REAP RIPE  REWARD  

THE  DARTMOOR  CLASSIC  T IMES  

In a poll to find the best British 

Sportive events, Cycling 

Weekly readers have voted the 
Dartmoor Classic  in 3rd 

position, behind the Etape 

Calodonia and Fred Whitton 

Challenge. Significantly the 

text states that "according to 

CW readers three events were 

in a league of their own; only 

two votes separated first from 

third."  A big thank you to all 

of you who voted for the DC. 

THE  ONLY  WAY  IS UP ç 

DC  M AY  2007 

It were tough in the old days! 
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Completing this trio of ólocalô promotions will be 

the Moor2Sea Sportive on Sep. 8th.  To be staged 

by Just Events Ltd., a new venture launched by 

the current chairman of the Dartmoor Classicôs 

planning team; it will be based at Exeter Race-

course, Kennford, Exeter. The routes on offer are 

an interesting mixture of open moorland roads, 

coastal roads and forest lanes. At 109 miles, the 

óExtreme Routeô will present a serious end of sea-

son challenge for dedicated Sportivists, while the 67 mile óChallengeô option will be no 

less of a task for the regular leisure cyclist.  The Moor 

2sea is in support of Help for Heroes and the DSRT 

Ashburton. 

www.Moor2sea.com   

Three weeks later, it will be the turn of The Exmoor 

Beauty to tempt riders with its concept of a more 

gentle challenge around Somersetôs National Park. 

Events management company MIG, famed for their 

annual end of season brute, The Exmoor Beast, be-

lieves óThe Beautyô will deliver a 

totally different sportive experience. 

At just 65 miles, and with much less 

climbing than its established sibling, óThe Beautyô could be the ideal 

ride ahead of some of the seasonôs more demanding challenges.  

www.ExmoorBeauty.org            In support of One More Day. 

NEW  SPORTIVE  DIARY  DATES FOR 2012 

THE  DARTMOOR  CLASSIC  T IMES  

No fools to getting in early with their offering, 

Cycle Sport South Hams kick things off with óThe 

Hammerô on Apr. 1st  And, no strangers to the 

demands of event organisation, 

many of CSSHôs founder mem-

bers were heavily involved in the staging of the first two editions of 

the Dartmoor Classic. Their 130 Km challenge, completely within 

the South Hams, promises to be a great spring opener to the season. 

www.SouthHamsHammer.co.uk 

THE  HAMMER  [SUNDAY  1ST APRIL  2012] 

With the announcement that, in the South West alone there are to be at least 3 brand-

new events next season it would appear there is no stopping the phenomenal spread of 

home grown Sportives.  

THE  EXMOOR  BEAUTY  [SUNDAY  22ND APRIL  2012] 

M OOR 2 SEA  [SATURDAY  8TH  SEPTEMBER  2012] 


